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Why have a BPN?

1. Most of the industry do not know about Building 

Performance and its evaluation. This leads to poor 

decisions about policy, regulations and funding.

2. BPE standards are not harmonised and there is 

no consistency of implementation across the sector. 

This leads to confusion and mismanagement.

3. There is no leadership on BPE in the UK; we 

need a body with independence and credibility to 

provide this. 
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Performance Measurement

1. Energy

2. Carbon

3. Thermal comfort

4. Indoor air quality

5. Health of occupants

6. Wellbeing of occupants

7. Lighting

8. Acoustics

9. Water

10.Resilience and Adaptation
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BPN Objectives

1. Create one collective, independent voice by 

bringing together people with an interest in   

building performance

2. Promote and develop building performance  

evaluation to ensure that data is consistent and 

supports decision-making 

3. Provide leadership to influence policy, 

procurement and practice towards performance-

based outcomes.
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BPN Workstreams

Client/ User group projects e.g. Peer Review
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Leadership

1.  Building regulations

2. Near & zero energy buildings

3. New build homes – ventilation and overheating 

4. Home refurbishment projects

5. Handover & operation of building systems

6. Health & well-being 

7. Smart buildings 

8. Smart meter rollout 

9. Product/ system performance and BIM 
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BPN Workstreams

Client/ User group projects e.g. Peer Review
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The BPN Network

The Building Performance Network seeks to link academic institutions, 

contractors, product manufacturers, building owners and policy makers together.

Building

owners

Contractors

Academic

institutions

Product

manufacturers

Policy

makers
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BPN Workstreams

Client/ User group projects e.g. Peer Review
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Research Projects

1. State of the Nation Review: Building 

Performance

2. Measuring Building Performance: Methods, 

Tools and Facilities

3. Big Data - Smart Buildings

4. Faster Measurement Methodologies

5. Measuring Health &Wellbeing
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BPN Workstreams

Client/ User group projects e.g. Peer Review
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The BPN proposes a portal to link and provide a window into the quality of 

existing datasets to allow greater comparison and create a larger data resource.

The BPN Portal
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BPN Workstreams

Client/ User group projects e.g. Peer Review
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Working with user groups

POST-PROJECT

• Peer review 

• An authoritative & 

collective view on 

the quality of the 

work

• Stamp of approval 

(if appropriate!)

PRE-PROJECT

• Advise on 

methodologies

• Highlight what can 

be learnt from 

different approaches

• Learning from other 

client group studies

This would be based on a BESPOKE Research Partner agreement.
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Benefits of working with BPN

1. BPN aims and is supported by many to be THE one collective, 

independent voice on BPE for the whole industry

2. Endorsement of individual performance gap closure initiatives by the 

BPN will have more credibility as an independent, trusted body 

3. Peer review Involving the BPN in your BPE projects will ensure that 

best practice has been adopted and the measurement will provide the 

performance information you actually need.

4. The organisation would retain the IP from the data; learning about 

methodologies could be shared if agreed - for strategy deployment

5. Learning from BPN and other client/ user groups would help an 

organisation to be at the forefront of work developing BPE standards for 

new areas such as health and well-being
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Kenilworth Neighbourhood Plan

Policy KP4
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Kenilworth Neighbourhood Plan
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Kenilworth Neighbourhood Plan

A.14 Fabric First should be used in addition to the provision 

of on-site renewable energy and not instead of. However the 

Government have stated that Councils cannot require 

developers to go beyond the Building Regulations on land 

that they do not own, and there is very little Local Authority 

land with the area of the town which is to be developed This 

does not mean that the Plan cannot take a leadership 

approach in this matter, and Policy KP16 reflects this.

Comment from the Independent Examiner’s Report



Building Performance Network

Kenilworth Neighbourhood Plan

e. The scheme seeks to utilise sustainable construction methods, 

minimises the use of non- renewable resources and maximises the use 

of recycled and sustainably sourced materials;

f.   Resource use is minimised, and the design incorporates features 

(including renewable energy) that lead to low or zero carbon dioxide 

emissions; 

Comment from the Independent Examiner’s Report

What was sent in the final draft to WDC:
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Kenilworth Neighbourhood Plan

Policy KP14 General Principles

Development proposals will be supported, provided they 

achieve a standard of design that is appropriate to the 

local area and they have regards to the following design 

principles:

v. The scheme seeks to utilise sustainable construction 

methods, minimises the use of non-renewable resources 

and maximises the use of low embodied carbon 

materials, recycled and sustainably resources materials.

What was sent in the final draft to WDC:
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Kenilworth Neighbourhood Plan
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Kenilworth Neighbourhood Plan

Comment from the Independent Examiner’s Report
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The District Council

In fairness to Warwick District Council, as a direct result 

of austerity they are:

• Under resourced

• Under paid

• Under skilled – example…………

• Paranoid………….
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On 22 Aug 2018, at 12:26, Hayley Smith <Hayley.Smith@warwickdc.gov.uk> wrote:

Dear Mr Martin

From the information you provide, I understand that you are concerned that the Independent Examiner did 

not take the newly published National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)(July 2018) into account, and 

therefore the specific elements to which you refer below.    Within the introduction to his report (p3), the 

Examiner acknowledges the publication of the new NPPF (July 2018), which occurred after the 

commencement of the examination into the Kenilworth Neighbourhood Plan.  He sets out therefore that in 

line with the transitional arrangements in paragraph 214 Annex 1: Implementation (of the new NPPF), the 

examination was completed referring to the 2012 NPPF document

I am therefore satisfied that the examiner’s assessment is appropriate in the context of the NPPF, though I 

appreciate this may be unfortunate in the context of the issues you outline.

Kind Regards

Hayley Smith

Senior Planning Officer

mailto:Hayley.Smith@warwickdc.gov.uk
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George, 11th December 2018

I have received the following clarification from our planning department.

In their development plan policies, Local Planning Authorities:

•             Can set energy performance standards for new housing or the adaptation of buildings to provide 

dwellings, that are higher than the building regulations, but only up to the equivalent of Level 4 of the Code for 

Sustainable Homes.

•             Are not restricted or limited in setting energy performance standards above the building regulations for 

non-housing developments.

The Planning and Energy Act 2008 allows local planning authorities to set energy efficiency standards in their 

development plan policies that exceed the energy efficiency requirements of the building regulations. Such 

policies must not be inconsistent with relevant national policies for England. Section 43 of the Deregulation Act 

2015 would amend this provision, but is not yet in force.

The Written Ministerial Statement on Plan Making dated 25 March 2015 clarified the use of plan policies and 

conditions on energy performance standards for new housing developments. The statement sets out the 

Government’s expectation that such policies should not be used to set conditions on planning permissions with 

requirements above the equivalent of the energy requirement of Level 4 of the Code for Sustainable Homes (this 

is approximately 20% above current Building Regulations across the build mix).

I hope this clarifies matters a little.

Regards,

Peter Rankin
Pincipal Building Services Engineer at Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government
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What about if the 2013 Part L was 

delivered with no performance gap?

I have now set about challenging WDC about how they could ensure the 

actual delivery of the 3013 part L and making developers aware of this.  To 

assist I have referred them to the UK GBC Policy Playbook contained within 

this document.  In this document it explains how Milton Keynes have gone 

about this task.
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It’s not all bad news !
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It’s not all bad news !
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The ambition is there.

PM’s Speech on the 22nd May 2018 at Jodrell Bank.

• Industrial Strategy

• Grand Challenges

Quote:   “And fourth, in the clean growth grand challenge, we 

will use new technologies and modern construction practices 

to at least halve the energy usage of new buildings by 2030.”
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Building Performance Network

The Foundry, 5 Baldwin Terrace,

London, N1 7RU

t: +44 (0) 20 7704 3508

e: info@building-performance.network


